7 July 2009

EQUIPMENT FIT FOR ROYALTY

[Sidebar]
The Red Express was the Santa Fe’s first luxury train.  It featured the most modern and luxurious equipment of the time, including reclining seat coaches and Pullman Palace Car sleepers.  Passengers enjoyed the comfort of steam heat and the cars were wired for electric lighting.

Articles in journals and newspapers of the day covered the introduction of some of the luxurious new equipment destined for the Red Express, providing extensive descriptions of them.

Reclining Seat Coaches

In October 1891, an article (with accompanying photographs) appearing in The Railroad and Engineering Journal described in detail new St. Charles Car Company reclining seat coaches purchased by the Jacksonville Southeastern Line for service on the Red Express.  

Interestingly, the side elevation photograph of the car that accompanies articles shows that the cars carried the Jacksonville Southeastern Line herald below the windows, but were lettered for the Chicago, Peoria, and St. Louis above them.

After giving in detail the dimensions of the car, the article goes on to say,

“There are ten large and five small windows on each side… The windows have cornice curtains of tapestry, except those in the saloons and heater closet, which are provided with blinds.”

“As shown by the plan, there are two saloons, a heater closet and smoking-room.  The saloons are provided with all the usual fittings, and the wash-stands are of Tennessee marble.  The smoking-room has two sofas upholstered in embossed leather.  In the main body of the car there is a sofa at the end, and the other seats are of the Scarritt-Forney “twin” type, a pattern which has proved very popular on roads where it has been introduced… The seats are upholstered in plush, the seat ends are of mahogany, and the closets are in natural mahogany; the trimmings are of solid brass.  The ceiling is of quartered oak.”

“The car is provided with the Baker heater with straight piping and the New York Safety Car Heating Company’s safety attachment.  There are eight Hicks-Smith center lamps and one bracket lamp.  The car is wired for electric lights.”

After describing the car’s platforms, brake system, trucks, and axles, the article continues,

“The vestibules are covered with oil-cloth and the body of the car with Wilton carpet.  The minor fittings include 18 umbrella holders and six card tables.  Large mirrors are placed on the bulkhead partition, and the toilet rooms are very neatly fitted up.”

“The seating capacity is 35 in the body of the car and 7 in the smoking-room, making 42 in all.  It is an excellent example of the latest practice in passenger car construction”
Pullman Compartment Sleeping Cars

In May 1891, the Santa Fe added the Pullman compartment sleepers Brilliant and Radiant to the pool of passenger cars running on the Red Express.  These were elegant cars incorporating all of the latest luxury features.  On May 16, 1893, The Railway Review reported,

“The Pullman Palace Car Company has just delivered to the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe some new sleeping cars for use on the “Red Line” between Chicago and St. Louis.  The new train was exhibited at the Dearborn street station in this city on Wednesday to a party of invited representatives of the press.  The special feature of the sleeping cars is the use of compartments for which the same charge is made for an ordinary section.  At one end of the car is an elegant smoking and gentlemen’s toilet room finished in antique oak.  Then comes a buffet and two compartments – one finished in apple-green plush and woodwork tinted in shades of the same color, and the other in light rose plush and prima vera.  The central portion of the car is arranged as in the ordinary sleeping car, and finished in mahogany and old rose plush.  A beautiful feature of the finish is an arch passing from side to side of the car over the entrance to the main room.  At the other end of the car is a drawing-room finished in cream color and gold.  The outer door of the elegant ladies’ toilet room has no lock, but a curtain hides the occupant from view when the door is opened.  This arrangement prevents a lady at her toilet from excluding others from use of the closet.

Every latest effort of the Pullman Company seems to surpass any thing that it has done before in tasteful magnificence and convenience.  It is worth while to take a trip to St. Louis on the Santa Fe for the express purpose of enjoying and studying the interior of theses cars if one had no other errand.  The exterior of the cars is after the present Pullman standard and needs no description.

An article published on May 14, 1891, in the Chicago Times with the headline, “A Pair of Elegant Sleepers,” and the subhead, “Viewed at Dearborn station yesterday afternoon, describes the two cars as follows:

“The Santa Fe dedicated to public service two compartment cars, the Radiant and the Brilliant which will run nightly on the Red Express between Chicago and St. Louis.  With these two cars, the Pullman Co. had carte blanche with the inside plan to make them perfect.

“Each car consists of five parts:  Drawing room brocade finish of ivory tint and gilt, with upholstered draperies and panels great plush.  A compartment of 8 sections finished in mahogany, with Spanish red lace upholstery, panels, and drapes to match and brown ceiling.  Two double and one single private compartments A, B&C, finished in white mahogany, each with different delicately tinted upholstery drapery and panels.  A buffet, smoking, and toilet room finished in dark English oak with embossed and decorated leather panels and brown glace plush upholstery.  The drawing room in each compartment contains all toilet facilities including hot and coldwater.  For lighting purposes the Pintsch gas system is used.  The first car left the city last evening for St. Louis and will return tonight.  The second leaves this evening for its initial trip.”

An even more detailed description of the cars appeared in an article that appeared the same day in the Chicago Daily Tribune, headlined “Cars Fit for Royalty, and with subheads, “Luxurious Equipment for the Santa Fe’s St. Louis Line,” and “Rivalry Between the various Roads Causes Extravagant Expenditures for the Public’s Comfort and Convenience.”  The article reported,

“That the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe is determined to make its line between Chicago and St. Louis second to none so far as luxurious equipment of trains is concerned, is shown by the new Pullman compartment sleepers which it placed in service yesterday.  Two of these cars were on exhibition at the Polk Street Depot yesterday afternoon, and it is only fair to say that for luxury of interior finish and arrangements they surpass any cars of the kind heretofore turned out of the Pullman shops.  When the Chicago and Alton a short time ago placed on its line two new compartment sleepers they were believed to be the acme of perfection in the car-builders’ art.  But the new Santa Fe cars are even finer.  If this rivalry between railroads for rich and extravagant cars continues it is probable the rosewood and mahogany now used in the interior finish of the cars will be supplanted by solid silver and gold.  Nothing else could make them richer and more elegant than the cars lately put on its St. Louis trains by the Alton and now by the Santa Fe.”

“The two new cars placed on exhibition by the Santa Fe yesterday are named the “Brilliant” and “Radiant.”  They are sixty-nine feet ten inches in length and are mounted on Pullman six-wheel trucks, with thirty-eight-inch Allen wheels, Janney-Miller combination coupler, vestibuled platforms, and Westinghouse triple brakes.  Each car is divided into five parts—a drawing-room, eight sections, two double and one single private compartments, buffet, a large and commodious smoking and toilet-room for gentlemen and ladies’ toilet room.  The drawing-room as well a each private compartment contains all toilet facilities, including hot and cold water.  The cars are lighted with gas.  Each compartment forms a separate room, but by means of sliding doors between compartments they can e thrown together.  Compartment A has a brocade finish of a light green tint and gilt on white mahogany, the upholstery, ceiling, plush panels, and draperies to match.  Compartment B is finished in white mahogany, with rose-pink upholstery, plush panels, and drapery to match.  The ceiling of this room is of an ivory tint.  Compartment C is finished in white mahogany and gilt and upholstery of a steel-blue tint, the ceiling draperies and plush panels to match.  The compartment containing the eight sections is finished in Mexican mahogany, with Spanish red glace, plush upholstery, plush panels, and draperies to match, the ceiling being in two shades of brown.  The gentlemen’s smoking and toilet room is entirely enclosed and is finished in dark English oak and embossed and decorated leather panels with brown glace plush upholstery and draperies to match.  The drawing-room has a brocade finish of ivory tint and gilt and upholstery drapery and panels to match.  It contains two complete toilets.”

“The newspaper representatives invited to inspect the cars yesterday were pleasantly entertained by Passenger Traffic Manager W. F. White and his assistants and expressed their admiration of the new palaces on wheels in the following resolutions:

‘Resolved, that in the remarkable exhibition of good taste, luxuriousness, and consideration for the traveler’s comfort and enjoyment which we have today witnessed in the magnificent cars that the Santa Fe company is about placing on its St. Louis line we see new evidence of the well-known enterprise and liberality of the great company and Pullman’s Palace-Car company, and of the great obligations which the traveling public is under in daily increasing degree to the railways for their voluntary ministrations to it convenience, pleasure, and safety.’”

It was truly a different time.
